APM 24th May 2024
INGWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council: Colin Studholme, Hall Farm Barns, Aylsham Road, Saxthorpe, NR11 7DD
Telephone: 01263 587952		Email: ingworthclerk@gmail.com


Draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Friday 24th May 2024 at St. Lawrence Church, Ingworth

Present: Mr Ian Sims, Mrs Belinda Northey, Mrs Tracey Yardley, Mr Colin Studholme (Clerk) and ten members of the public.

1.  Apologies for absence – District Councillor John Toye.

2.  To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2019 – the minutes were taken as read.

3.  Report from Ian Sims, Chairman of Ingworth Parish Council - The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, the first to be held since before the pandemic.  He started by reporting that the parish council had not increased its precept for the year commencing 1st April 2024 and that it was the same as the previous year, despite an increase in budgeted expenditure for the year.  There were sufficient funds in the Council’s reserves to allow for this.  There had been other expenditure from reserves including repairs to the fence at the playground.  A replacement “springy bee” was also to be purchased for the playground from reserves.  
There had been a change of Clerk since the previous meeting with Colin Studholme replacing Kirsty Cotgrove.  There had also been other changes including transferring Council funds from Barclays Bank to Unity Trust Bank.  The Council’s accounts had recently been successfully audited and the annual review of governance documents had taken place.  
Some external meetings had taken place including representation at the National Trust’s Blickling liaison meeting and meeting with County Highways.  The Council was also in touch with Vattenfall and Murphy’s regarding the impact of the preparations for the cable laying nearby and this liaison was to continue.
District Councillor John Toye and County Councillor Saul Penfold occasionally attended parish council meetings and updated members on current issues.

4.  Report from the Clerk - The Clerk outlined his role which was to ensure that Council activities were carried out in an open and transparent way in line with legislation and guidelines, and as the Responsible Financial Officer, to ensure that the Council’s finances were managed effectively and were open to scrutiny.  The transition from the previous Clerk had involved changing contact details and authorisation processes which had been quite time-consuming.

5.  Friends of Ingworth Church – The parish council chairman reported on efforts to secure funding for church roof repairs and other work, including a new staircase to the organ.

The chairman closed the meeting at 7.25 pm, after which there was an informal social gathering with refreshments.
 

Signed: ………………………………………………………                   Date: ………………………………………………
